Living Hope – Equipping Track

Making Disciples

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching the to obey everything I have commanded you.” Matthew 28:19-20

Introduction

This section of the Equipping Track, “Reaching Out”, has covered the critical area of helping others to become followers of Jesus. This final module aims to equip you to handle the varying responses you will receive as you reach out with the message of God’s love in Jesus. It is based on the advice of experienced evangelists.

‘Drawing the Net’

· Before you share Christ, build a trust relationship. Whether you are speaking to someone you’ve known for a long time or someone you’ve just met, take time to build relationship so that your sharing will be built on mutual trust and respect for one another.

· Probe for responsiveness. Questions like these may help:

· Have you thought much about spiritual matters recently?

· How much do you know about Jesus?

· Do you ever wonder why we exist or what life’s really all about?

· Use the John 3:16 Diagram. Ask permission to take a few minutes (agree an actual time limit) to draw “a simple diagram that explains the key points of Jesus’ message to mankind.”

· On reaching the decision point: Ask, “Have you ever come to the crossroads and made a deliberate decision to follow Jesus’ pathway to God? Would you like to make this decision now?”

There are 3 possible responses to this invitation: ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘I am not ready’.

· If the response is ‘yes’ then follow the guidelines in E6.4 ‘Leading your friend to Christ’.

· If the response is ‘no’ then:

· Accept the decision.

· Pray with them - ask God‘s blessing for them and that he will show himself to them.

· Promise to remember them in your prayers. (A good tip: Ask the person to write their own name on a prayer list in the back of your Bible).

· Give them a copy of Journey into Life as a reminder of what you’ve shared.

· Thank them for giving you the opportunity to share with them.

· If the response is ‘I’m not ready’ then:

· Ask questions to try to understand what specific problem or issue is preventing a positive response to Christ.

· If you can help them overcome this problem, say, by further discussion, do so. But avoid trying to pressure them into a forced decision.

· Invite the person to pray, asking God to provide the answer to their problem so that they may become ready to accept Christ.

· Pray God’s blessing on them.

· Invite them to add their name to your prayer list.

· Give them a copy of Journey into Life.

Handling Excuses

When you attempt to share Christ with unbelievers you will come across excuses! It is important to handle these in the correct manner so that the person will be drawn closer to Jesus. An insensitive response can do more harm than good, leaving the person further away from Christ than before!

Common Mistakes:

· DO NOT ARGUE! Trading answers about excuses is futile.

· DO NOT DEBATE! In a debate each party tries to overpower the other by the strength of their argument. Even if you win the debate, you’ll lose the person!

The Proper Response – Probe for the Underlying Problem:

In order to bring others to Jesus it is critical to treat them with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15). Whether attempting to handle excuses or genuine questions, the right response is always to probe, to ask questions to seek to find out the real issue which has prompted the excuse.

Five Probe Principles:

· Deliberate – don’t debate. When an excuse is given, probe by asking a question instead of giving a rebuttal: e.g. “When did you begin to feel that way?”

· Be tender – not traumatic. Your gentle spirit will be a foundation for the Holy Spirit to minister to the deep need in this life. Having an argumentative spirit will trigger defensiveness in the other person.

· Converse – don’t confront. Avoid confrontation! Do not judge or condemn! Rather, help people see the truth about themselves and the truth about Jesus. (See Jesus’ example when speaking to the Samaritan woman in John 4:1-26).

· Respect – don’t reject. Lost persons often feel their lack of faith excludes them from being accepted by those who have faith. If your friend feels you consider yourself ‘better’ or ‘superior’ because you have become a Christian, your ministry will be lost. If you show respect and treat the other person as having infinite worth, you will be given the same respect.

· Love – love – love! “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another…” 1 John 4:10-11.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.

This is the way to win others: Love!

Five Common Excuses:

· “I have always been a Christian.”

Probe for the source of this excuse. Review John 1:12-13.

· “Religion was crammed down my throat as a child. I want nothing more to do with it!”

Probe for the source of this excuse. “Why do you feel this way? How do you feel about Jesus? Do you know why he came to earth?”

· “I don’t really feel a need to do this.”

Probe for the source of this excuse.

· “I need to study the Bible more.”

Probe for the source of this excuse. Offer to share an ‘investigative Bible study’ with them (such as Finding Life – Section 3 of the Equipping Track). Discuss appropriate options and resources with your Cell Leader as necessary.

· “There are so many hypocrites in the church. I don’t want to become like them.”

Probe for the source of this excuse. Review Jesus’ attitude towards hypocrisy, Matthew 23:13-15. “Do you feel our Lord Jesus has power to enable you and me to follow Him without becoming a hypocrite?” (See Hebrews 4:14-16)

Handling Sincere Questions

As well as encountering excuses, you will discover that many people have genuine, sincere questions they want to ask regarding the gospel message and its implications. Generally, these questions must be answered before a decision can be made. Often, the person has asked these questions before and has not received a satisfactory answer.

As with excuses, it is vital to probe first, to try to understand why the question is being asked. You will be far more effective in answering questions if you properly understand their background.

Avoid superficial answers. Refer everything you say back to the Bible so it can be seen that it is the truth of God, not just your own opinions. If you are unable to answer a question at all, or with enough depth, get help. Your Mentor, Cell Leader or Cell Apprentice would be the first people to contact. If your answer still does not satisfy your friend, become a true servant to them by making further efforts to discover the answers they need. It may be appropriate for you to find and explore resources (books, web links, videos, Bible studies etc.) together, in order to find a fully satisfactory answer. Most importantly, you must pray – asking the Lord to guide you and your friend into the truth! (“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find…” Matthew 7:7).

Some Common Questions:

· Why does God permit suffering?

· Genesis 3:1-24
The cause of suffering is man’s sin and rebellion

· Romans 8:18-22
It will not last forever

· 2 Corinthians 1:3-7
God brings comfort, not suffering

· Romans 5:3-4;
To build character

2 Corinthians 4:17

· Luke 15:17-19
To bring us to our senses!

· Romans 11:33-36
We cannot always understand his purposes

· How can a man of science believe in miracles?

· Genesis 1:1;
God created matter in the first place

John 1:1

· Jeremiah 33:25
Physical laws are only a subset of all the laws actually operating in creation. (Just as in Physics, Classical Mechanics is only a subset of the more fundamental Quantum Mechanics). There are laws of the spirit too.

· John 6:63
Spirit has power over physical creation!

· Matthew 28:18;
God has authority over all things!

Mark 4:37-41

· John 2:11,23; 4:54
Miracles always have a definite spiritual purpose.

· Science has inherent limitations.

· How can God condemn those who have never heard about Christ?

· Romans 1:18-32
People are condemned because they have rejected God’s revelation of himself through the creation. This revelation is universal. All people everywhere have received it.

· Romans 10:9-15
People are not lost by not hearing of Christ. They are lost because they reject his revelation through creation. People are saved by hearing of Christ. But hearing of Christ means absolutely nothing to those who have rejected God’s revelation through creation. Millions have heard of Christ and are lost!

· Psalm 19:1-4
No person is condemned because he has not heard the gospel. Because that person has rejected the full revelation of God brought through creation, they are condemned. Creation declares God’s reality to everyone, from the most wise to the most simple.

· Hebrews 11:6
God will reveal Christ and his salvation to any person who truly seeks him. Remember the examples of the Roman Centurion (Acts 10) and the Ethiopian (Acts 8).

· Can I live the Christian life?

An important question for an unbeliever to consider. They have spent their whole lives up to now being their own boss. Can they cope with a life lived in submission to Christ?

· Matthew 11:28-30
Christ promises rest for the weary. He is not a hard task master!

· John 14:15
The new relationship with Christ is based on love, not law.

· John 14:16-17;
The Holy Spirit lives in us to help us live the

John 16:13
Christian life.

· Romans 14:3-4
God will enable his servants to ‘stand’.

· Hebrews 9:14
The sacrifice of Christ sets us free from guilt so we’re free to serve God.

· 1 John 1:9
When we do fail, God has provided a way back.

Investigative Bible Studies

If your friend responds to your sharing of the gospel by saying something like, “I don’t understand enough yet to make a decision” then offer to share an investigative Bible study with them. The purpose of such a study is to help your friend gain the understanding they need to make a clear decision regarding their response to Christ.

Here are some options:

· Finding Life – A study in John’s Gospel (section E3 of this Equipping Track). A 3 part study designed for personal use, where you act as a mentor for your friend. As a mentor, you review each completed part with your friend and respond to any questions or comments.

· Jesus – A study in Luke’s Gospel. A 5 part commercially produced study suitable for group use.

· The Handbook for Successful Living. Written by Ralph Neighbour, a 13 part study designed for use in one-to-one sessions between you and your friend over a period of time. Each session should last no more than 1 hour. Available from Cell UK.

· The Alpha Course. A group study programme that can be run by your cell group if you have a number of people interested in exploring the Christian faith. Discuss this option with your Cell Leader.

Make A Disciple!

When someone becomes ‘born again’ they become a spiritual baby. Babies need looking after! Here are some reminders of the things you can do to ensure your new ‘spiritual baby’ gets a good start in life:

· Take them to your cell group meeting. Give a lift if necessary.

· Ensure your Cell Leader assigns them a mentor as soon as possible. It might be you!

· Give them a copy of Journey Into Life – a clear presentation of the gospel message.

· Give them a copy of the church leaflets, A Brand New Life! and Welcome To Cell Group Life!
· Make sure they have a good, modern translation of the Bible. If they haven’t, get them one!

· Take them to the Sunday service.

· Introduce them to all your friends.

· Stay involved with them, at least while they are getting established in the church.

Finally, remember this:

“We must realise that the church is not an impersonal institution. It is Christ’s body, his family, reaching out to the world. Effective outreach is done through caring relationships that make Jesus real to unbelievers through loving friendships.”

Ralph Neighbour, Touching Hearts Guidebook, page 23.

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations …”
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